four months ago, and a short time after delivery, she was attacked, without any evident cause, by a sort of fit, without loss of sense, which was characterized by numbness in different parts of the body, and followed by stiffness in the limbs, similar to that which occurs in the most painful kinds of cramp. At subsequent periods similar attacks occurred, at irregular intervals; each paroxysm lasting three or four hours. Latterly, the attacks had been more frequent and of longer duration, and at length the patient was taken into the hospital in the following state: The forearm was half bent; hands closed; the inferior extremities extended, and also the feet. All these parts were so stiff that considerable force was required to alter their position, which was immediately resumed when they were left to themselves. Violent startings of the limbs frequently occurred, attended with so much pain as to cause the patient to utter loud cries. The skin was warm, and covered with sweat; face flushed and animated; respiration accelerated; pulse hard and quick; tongue of a natural appearance; intellectual faculties undisturbed. Under these circumstances, it was deemed proper, considering the intensity of the febrile symptoms, to have recourse to a free bleeding, although the patient stated that no benefit had before been derived from venesection: she thought that it had rather increased the symptoms; and, indeed, after she had now been bled, the stiffness and pain of the limbs were augmented, but the following night she was more free from pain, and the limbs were somewhat relaxed.
On the morning of the 6th, another attack came on, similar to that of the preceding day, and without any previous shivering; the forearms and fingers were firmly bent; extension of the thighs, legs, and feet; the muscles of the affected parts were contracted, and hard: they felt like tense cords, and were occasionally thrown into more violent contractions.
During this aggravation of the symptoms, the patient screamed out from pain; the skin was covered with perspiration, and the pulse was as full and quick as it had been the evening before. A warm batli was ordered; poultices, sprinkled with laudanum, were applied to the limbs; an antispasmodic mixture. She was kept in the bath for three hours, and was much relieved; the limbs were almost entirely relaxed, and she had a calm night. The painful startings and spasms of the contracted muscles, which took place during the height of the paroxysm, complete the resemblance between this disease and tetanus.
At the same time, the face was highly flushed, the pulse and respiration were more and more accelerated; the patients laboured under great anxiety, and cried out and moaned from pain. Lastly, all the phenomena continued to increase for some hours, and arrived at the highest degree of intensity, when a most copious perspiration gradually produced a general relaxation, which was speedily followed by the termination of the attack, (cases hi. and iv.) or by a simple remission, (cases i. and n.,) to which succeeded a fresh paroxysm, after an uncertain lapse of time. In the second case, the paroxysm appeared to be prolonged for several days; in the third case, it terminated in eight or ten hours.
It is also remarkable that the disease, so formidable in its appearance, ended spontaneously, after two, three, or four attacks, without the employment of any particular treatment.
In cases i. and n. bleeding was had recourse to, without avail: in the former, the warm bath appeared of The facts he has recorded are, however, extremely interesting, and will no doubt fix the attention of practitioners to the subject, and lead to additional investigation and evidence.
